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Three New Businesses Open in Ione





Three new businesses have opened and are ready to serve the community. These are in addition to the four that opened in January. We are fortunate to have many basic services available in Ione. Shopping locally is good for all of Ione and provides tax revenue to the City and strengthens our local economy. 





Tommy’s Garage owned and operated by Tommy Bowles Jr. and wife Sara has opened at the corner of Preston and Hwy 124 in Ione. Tommy’s offers full service automobile maintenance from basic oil change and brakes to heavy duty repairs. Tommy is Ford factory trained and brings 15 years of mechanic experience to the business. Two on-duty mechanics service both domestic and foreign model automobiles. The shop is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 to 5:00. They accept both appointments and drop-in customers. Call 209-274-0605. 





H & R Block tax service has opened an office at 


23 Main Street. Open year round, they offer full services to include income, estate and trust, and corporate taxes preparation. Bookkeeping services are also available for business. H & R Block offers Instant Loan Refunds for eligible clients. Fees do apply, and the offer is good through 2/22/2010.


The Ione franchise is owned by Bud and Jodie Owens who also have offices in Jackson/Martell, Valley Springs and Angels Camp. Their son, Jerry Owens serves as General Manager. Joanne Longley, small business specialist, and Ken Bellflower are tax preparers in Ione. Ione resident Pam Ferenz is a customer service specialist. Call 274-6398.





Ione Steak House & Bar is now open in the Ione Hotel. Chefs Robert Saravia (formerly with Twisted Fork) and David Calais (formerly with Chatter Box) will serve a selection of rib eye, flat iron, filets, NY, sirloin and sizzling steaks. Entrees will include baked potato, homemade ranch beans, salad or soup. In addition, the menu will feature seafood such as calamari and salmon. Restaurant hours are Tues-Sat, 11-2:00 for lunch and 4:30-8:00 for dinner. The full service bar will be open at the same times. Local entertainer Harry Jordan will perform Saturday evenings. Call 209-274-6082 for reservations.
































Cleaning of Sewer System Scheduled





PERC Water Corporation, the firm responsible for operation of the Ione wastewater treatment plant, will be conducting routine cleaning of the sewer collection system the week of February 15th. You are asked to be aware of the personnel and equipment working in the streets. If you have any concerns with your drains during this time, please contact City Hall at 274-2412. 





Ione Community Program Training





The Ione Community Program (ICP) held a training session on January 23rd for 22 business and community members, and covered the basics of the established “Main Street Program” developed by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The program’s four-point approach will focus on revitalizing historic Main Street and the commercial district. Emphasis will be placed on preservation of the historic heritage that defines Ione. 





The organization structure includes four committees: Organization, Economic Restructuring, Design and Promotion. The overall purpose for the organization is: “To ensure that Ione becomes the most desirable small town in the Mother Lode foothills in which to live, learn, work, plan, shop, visit and celebrate its history.” To achieve this, each committee will begin to develop goals and plans to accomplish that end. This is a program that requires input and support from stakeholders from throughout the community. Anyone interested in contributing, that has a strong belief in the purpose of the organization and strengthening the City of Ione, should contact City Hall for an 


application. The average time commitment is estimated to be 3-5 hours a month. For additional information contact ICP president Tom Swett at 


209-274-2777.





Rotary Crab Feed �


Saturday, February 6th


6:00 PM – Evalynn Bishop Hall - $35 


Tickets available at


Bank of Amador, Coldwell Realty


Kreth, Clark’s Corner or Rotary Club Members









































Around Town


Jr. Girls Golf is looking for girl’s ages 9-17 years to join the Castle Oaks program. Learn to play one of the fastest growing sports, with lessons from local LPGA golf professional Teresa Ishiguro and Dominic Atlan, PGA golf professional. Experience is not necessary and lessons are the first and third Saturday of each month. Registration fee is $30 and $10 for additional girl(s) per family. Registration will be at the Castle Oaks Golf Club on Saturday, February 6th at 1:00 PM. For information, call Ronda Holtorf at 209-487-7507.





49er Treasure Trail adventure is a fun way to tour Amador County while learning a little bit along the way. The game hours are 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM on Saturday, March 27 and 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM on Sunday, March 28. The two-day treasure hunt will lead you on a clue-solving spree through historic downtowns (including Ione), Preston Castle, gold mine, vineyard, water-powered foundry and pioneer grocery store. Solve a clue and receive a token worth ten points. Points can also be earned by stopping in businesses that are “Play Spots.” 





Guidelines on how to earn Play Points will be posted at each business. Prizes will be given for the most tokens and play points earned. Prizes include hotel rooms, meals, merchandise, show tickets and gift certificates from local merchants. Registration is now open and the cost is $10 per person. Players are encouraged to form teams. Online registration is available at touramador.com, or 877-868-7262.





IBCA Mixer on February 18th will be hosted by four new businesses located at 14 W. Main Street. These include Elements Skin Care, Platinum Hair Salon, Woof Dog Grooming and Accounting & Tax Services. The public is welcome. Please RSVP 274-6000. 





Free Tax Service for any low to moderate income tax payer is available through AARP tax program. Taxes are prepared between February 1 and 


April 15 on an appointment basis. Appointments are made for one of the following locations: Cornerstone Church in Ione, the Senior Center in Jackson, and the Church at the Cross in Pine Grove.  For information or an appointment, call 209-223-0442. You do not need to be a senior or AARP member to participate. 





Public-Private Partnerships to rehabilitate historic buildings will be discussed at an upcoming workshop being held on March 10 at Evalynn Bishop Hall. This all day workshop will explore the most current topics in real estate and community development, focusing on the public-private partnership as the driving force in rehabilitation of historic properties. The session will bring together an audience and panel of city planners, managers and redevelopment officers, and others interested in adaptive reuse of historic properties. Real estate development and financing will be explored. Pre-registration is required. Registration form, cost and information is available at californiapreservation.org.








City Meetings – February


City Council 


Feb 2 & 16			6:00 PM    City Hall


Planning Commission		


Feb 9				6:00 PM    City Hall	


Parks & Recreation 		


Feb 23				6:00 PM     City Hall


City offices will be closed February 15 





Organization Meetings


Castle Oaks Women’s Club Luncheon


3rd Monday – 11:30 AM Check-in


Reservations – 274-9961 or 759-9140


Castle Oaks Women’s Bible Study Group


Wed, Sept 9 10-11:30 AM. Call 274-0600


Grange & Jr. Grange Meetings & Potluck


2nd Thurs – 6:00 PM – VFW Hall – Info 209-610-9415


IBCA Board Meeting	  	


3rd Thursday – 8:30 AM – Castle Oaks Golf Club


Mixer 5:30 PM – 14 W. Main St, Ione


Ione Homecoming Picnic Association


1st Wed – 6:30 PM – VFW Hall


Ione Masonic Lodge #80 – 274-0354


2nd Wednesday – 8:00 PM – Ione Masonic Hall


Eastern Star Meeting – 274-4289 or 274-0354


3rd Thursday – 7:30 PM – Ione Masonic Hall


Methodist Church Soup Supper – 274-2852


4th Wednesday each month – 5:00 - 6:30 PM 


Native Sons Parlor 33


1st & 3rd Wednesday – 7:00 PM – Native Sons’ Bldg Ione


Preston Castle Foundation Meetings


1st Wed - 6:30 PM – Cornerstone Church


Rotary Club Meeting


Thursdays – 12:00 Noon – Ione Hotel Restaurant


Veterans of Foreign War Meeting – Ione Memorial Hall


2nd Friday – Family dinner 6:00 PM – Meeting 7:00 PM





Upcoming Activities


E-Waste Collection *


Sponsored by Preston Castle Foundation & Ione Rotary 


1st Saturday 8:00 – 12: noon - Preston Castle


*Do not leave items when attendant is not available.*


Important Numbers


City Hall		209-274-2412


Emergency		911


Non-emergency	209-223-6513 (Sheriff’s dispatch)
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